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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2016

Aug 17: Writing Group 10:30 am
No DNA Group Meeting in August
Aug 20: Computer Group Meeting
Aug 25: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Sep 3: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am

Writing Group Meeting Aug 17, 2016, 10:30 am.
FHC LDS Church, San Rafael

Freda Massaro will report on the book “Legacy”
Bring copies of writing to read for feedback

Details, contact Susan Trumbull or  Shirley Hudson

No DNA Group Meeting in August
Next meeting September 15

More information on the DNA Group Page

Computer Group Meeting Saturday, Aug 20, 2016,
10:00 - 11:30 am, Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

Topic: Apps for FamilySearch
Presented by Sierra Pope

MCGS General Meeting, Aug 25, 2016, at 7:00pm
“Publishing Your Family History” 

Presented by Sierra Pope
The talk will cover design concepts and content 
considerations for publishing your family history. The 
focus will be a demonstration on how to incorporate 
text, design elements, and images into the pages of 
your book using one of the platforms. Publishing op-
tions will be compared. Discussion will include the 
range of possibilities for a genealogy book, from a 
complete family genealogy with all the footnotes to a 
book of family photographs and mementos.
Bring books you have published to the share and tell 
segment of the meeting, as well as tips you may have.

Saturday Breakfast, Sep 3, 2016, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited for 
breakfast on the first Saturday each month at Star 
Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 

Upcoming Events

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, Aug 13, 2016, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Secrets From the Grave”
Presented by Bill O’Neil
An illuminating overview of graveyards and markers in-
cluding images of interesting tombstones, and an explora-
tion of a variety of death-related documents..
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

Napa Valley Genealogical Society (NVGS)
Thursday, Aug 18, 2016, 10:30 am.
“Napa 1912 As Seen Through Her Eyes” 
Presented by  Patty Woichik.
NVGS Library, 1701 Menlo Ave., Napa, CA
Info

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Aug 20, 2016, Noon - 2:30 pm.
“Self-Publish: Make your family memories into 
page turners.” presented
by CoDele W. Tenney
Overview of available resources to customize family 
memories using today’s technology. Examples, tips, 
and tools to inspire your creativity in preserving your 
personal memories will be shared.”
Finley Community Center
2060 West College Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA

Events continued on page 2
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SFBAJGS Sunday, Sept 18, 2016, 1:30 pm.
“Grow Your Family Tree:  Using the Internet Ar-
chive for Genealogical Research ”  
Presented by Michael “Mek” Karpeles
The Internet Archive is a digital library that has be-
come an excellent resource for people who are inter-
ested in genealogical research. 
Rhoda Goldman Plaza
2180 Post Street, San Francisco CA 94115.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

Please Welcome Our New Member:
Tami Schrier of San Rafael, CA

Blog Spot

Tony Proctor offers this Human Interest story “A Box 
of Peaches” on Parallax View
 
Jake Fletcher offers “6 Military Records For Gene-
alogy That You Might Not Know About”.

Kimberley Powell discusses “Historical Map Over-
lays for Google Maps and Google Earth” and 
“5 Strategies for Locating Your Ancestor’s Immi-
gration Record”

Randy Seaver tells about “Finding More Cousins 
Using an Ancestry Member Tree “ and “Family 
Tree Maker News from Software MacKiev”

Lisa Louise Cooke reveals “Where to Look When 
There’s Been a Significant Record Loss” and Sunny 
Morton offers “PERSI for Genealogy: the Periodi-
cal Source Index”

Judy Russell deals with “Back to basics: YDNA”,  
“Circling the DNA clues” and “Following up: oh 
those circles!”

Blaine Bettinger gives an “Update to the Shared cM 
Project”, and Michèle Simmons Lewis follows with 
“Statistical DNA percentages vs. real life”

Roberta Estes presents “Y DNA Match Changes at 
Family Tree DNA Affect Genetic Distance”, tells 
about “Additional Relatives Added to Phased Fam-
ily Matches at Family Tree DNA”, and discusses 
“Concepts – Match Groups and Triangulation”

Events continued from page 1 Lara Diamond offers “ FTDNA’s New Phasing Tool-
-Ashkenazi Edition”

Chris Paton presents “Confusion and joy from An-
cestryDNA test results” 

MCGS Library Update
We would like to thank the Marin County Library, Califor-
nia Room for donating 22 books, 15 of which we incorpo-
rated into the Library and Drusilla Miller for facilitating. 
Also Cathy Gowdy recently donated a book on Virginia.

Slate of Officers for 2016 - 17
We still need a Secretary!

Contact Sierra Pope if you can serve

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter) 
2nd VP  - Susan Trumbull (Programs)

Secretary - Needed
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart

Directors:
Nancy Evans (Programs)
Erin Lacey - (Publicity)

Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)
Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Carol Bentley - (LDS Liaison)

Committee chairpersons
MCGS Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Heinz Scheuenstuhl
Consultant - Phyllis Garratt

Past President - Jim Robinson

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Vernon Smith

   

Originally British, I am from Oldham an industrial 
town in Lancashire. This northwestern county was 
once the cotton-spinning capital of the world but 
now the once busy mills are long gone or used as 
warehouses. After attending Manchester Grammar 
School (like High School), I went to the University 
of Bristol, to study Physics and Mathematics. In my 
last year there I met my wife Doreen who was in her 
second year studying Botany and Zoology. While 
Doreen finished her degree, I took a job at an aero-
space company with headquarters in Hatfield, Hert-
fordshire, where I worked on the computer systems 
of guided missiles. My job as a rocket scientist lasted 
only one year because I decided that I would rather 
do something positive instead of developing weapons. 
In 1962 I began work in computer applications newly 
needed for the x-ray treatment machines of the Phys-
ics Department of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Also I 
concurrently enrolled in a part-time Masters course in 
Medical Physics at St. Bartholomew’s Medical Col-
lege. One benefit of my time in aerospace was that it 
introduced me to the world of mainframe computers. 
I have continued using computers extensively both in 
my work and my hobbies.

Doreen and I married in 1963 and we moved into an 
apartment in Chiswick, which was convenient to her 
first job at Kew Herbarium. I commuted into central 
London each day. We later moved out of London to 
Potters Bar, some 20 miles north of London. I con-
tinued at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital commuting by 
train until late December 1966. Then we emigrated 
to California because I had accepted a position as 
a Medical Physicist in Radiation Oncology at the 
University of California in San Francisco. We thought 
this would be just a temporary stay but I became a 
Professor and worked here for the next nearly 40 
years, finally retiring in 2005. Along the way I decid-
ed that I would like to get a Ph.D. and was accepted 
in the Graduate Program in Bioengineering offered 

jointly by the campuses of the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley and San Francisco. I took a year’s 
sabbatical to do most of the coursework and then 
went back to my job but they allowed me to work on 
my research part-time. I finally received my Ph.D. 
about five years later at the age of 50. We have lived 
in Marin County ever since we arrived in California, 
and raised our two kids here. We love living in a place 
that has so much to offer.

I have always loved hiking and the outdoors. As a 
teenager I would hike in the Pennines, a range of hills 
and moorland separating Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
In the late 70’s I started taking summer backpack 
trips with the Sierra Club, exploring the wilder parts 
of the Sierra Nevada and the canyons of the desert 
southwest, even occasionally venturing to other far 
off places, including the mountains of the South 
Island of New Zealand. My last backpacking trips, 
in 2011 and 2012, were along the Wonderland Trail, 
which circles Mt. Rainier. I enjoyed photographing 
the scenery and also the wildflowers I saw along the 
way so that I could show Doreen what I had seen. Of 
course Doreen and I have also taken many local trips 
to see plants in different parts of California and the 
West. I love taking photos of the plants and Doreen is 
a tremendous resource able to tell me what the plants 
are and the important features to look for in identifica-
tion.

After retiring I had more time to spend on my inter-
ests. Not only in hiking and photographing plants but 
also on my developing interest in Genealogy. I was 
able to get a leg up on this because one of my sisters 
had already researched some of our Smith family. 
She is still active in genealogy and we regularly ex-
change information about our ancestors. I also wanted 
to research Doreen’s family and I got a start there 
too since her uncle had found out quite a bit about 
her mother’s line doing things old-style by visiting 
churches and record offices. I extended this and added 
information about her father’s line. Unlike most mem-
bers of our Society, we have almost no ancestors that 
came to this country a long time ago. So my research 
has to be based on online sources and it is fortunate 
that more and more is becoming available in this 
form. It is also heavily focused on Britain. Doreen 
had a Swiss grandmother but I have had a very diffi-
cult time finding out much about her.



I joined MCGS back in 2010 and subsequently be-
came a member of the Board, and agreed to edit the 
Newsletter. More recently I extended my interest to 
include using DNA testing for genealogy, and now 
coordinate our DNA Group.

New LDS Liaison to MCGS Board

Carol Bentley is an active member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. As such, she has taken a keen 
interest in family history, and  has volunteered    at the Fam-
ily History Center.  Carol was born and raised in Marin 
County, is a mother of four and a grandmother of 8.   
 Her hobbies include traveling adventures (ziplining, cave 
exploring, hiking, boating & parasailing), family, orga-
nizing & volunteering. She comes from a father that was 
100% Scottish from the Isle of Skye & Mother that was 
also Scottish & German,  and would someday love to visit 
those countries for a Genealogy trip!!
She looks forward to assisting members of the Marin Ge-

Solution to the August 2016 Mystery Location 
Druids’ Hall and Store, Nicasio.
Were there Druids in Marin County? Yes, actually. 
This historic photo taken on the square in Nicasio 
shows the Druid’s Hall over the general store in 1905. 
The United Ancient Order of Druids is a fraternal 
organization started in England in 1771 to promote 
companionship and social virtue. 
The Druids bought the building in Nicasio and began 
improvements in 1893. They had a large hall on the 
second floor with several rooms for meetings, gather-
ings and dances.  There had always been a general 
store on the ground floor. The owner at this time was 
Frank E. Rodgers who is standing at the right in the 
photograph.
Read more in this article. 
Photo courtesy of Nicasio Historical Society.

nealogical Society/Family History Center in utilizing the 
Church’s vast family history database.

Marin Mystery Location
Do you know what this building was used for, where 
in Marin it was located, and when this was taken.
The solution is upside down below.

http://www.marinlibrary.org/druids-in-marin-county/

