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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

Oct 17: CIG Meeting 10 am
Oct 28: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Oct 29: Writing Group Meeting 10:30 am
Nov 7: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am
Nov 12: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Nov 18: General Meeting 7:00 pm

MCGS General Meeting, Oct 28, 2015, at 7:00pm
“Marriage in America:

A Genealogy Researcher’s View”
Presented by George McKinney.

No rite has a greater impact on genealogy than mar-
riage. George McKinney will take a whirlwind tour 
through marriage in America historically.
He will begin with a look at marriage ceremonies in 
America over the centuries. He will then discuss the 
legal position of married women in America over 
time – from the early 1800’s to the present: change 
which reversed discrimination and started toward 
legal equity.
Finally he will look at how to find the birth name for 
a married woman, using six methods of research.
These are Vital Records, Wills and other legal docu-
ments, Federal records, Newspapers, Collateral 
sources, and DNA analysis.

CIG Meeting Saturday, Oct 17, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael
10:00 am - Noon
Topic: “Gedcom File - What is it? How to create 
one, and how to use it”
Presented by Gene Pennington
What specific steps you need to create a gedcom file, 
and how to use it in a genealogy software program.
RootsMagic will be used for this presentation.

Writing Group Meeting Thursday Oct 29, 2015
LDS Church, San Rafael, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Erin Lacey will discuss how to start a blog and how 
to write for it. For more details, contact  
Susan Trumbull (415-897-1617) or Shirley Hudson

Saturday Breakfast, Nov 7, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on a Saturday each month at Star Res-
taurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 
Join us for food and discussion. 

DNA Group Meeting Thursday, Nov  12, 2015
LDS Church, San Rafael

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
“Dealing With X-Chromosome Matches”
Check out the updated DNA Group Page

MCGS General Meeting, Nov 18, 2015, at 7:00pm
“Brick Walls and Success Stories”

We all have Brick Walls.....so bring yours and get help 
on them from many experienced genealogists...and 
hopefully you can also share some Success Stories.

Upcoming Events

Contra Costa County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Oct 17, 2015, 8:30 pm to 4:00 pm.
“Bringing your Ancestors Back to the Future Us-
ing 21st Century Tools”
Presented by Kathryn M. Marshall, PhD.
She will explain how to use Animap, Historic Map-
Works, BLM and Google Earth to locate your ances-
tors and bring real context to their lives.
Info and Registration
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San Rafael Public Library, Events
Topics in Genealogy, Meeting Room
Thur, Oct 15, 6 pm, Jeffrey Vaillant, Finding Vital 
Records
Thur, Nov 5, 6 pm, Vernon Smith, DNA Testing
Tues, Nov 17, 2 pm, Sierra Pope, Using Ancestry.com

SFBAJGS Sunday, Nov 15, 2015, 1:30 - 3:00 pm.
“San Francisco’s Own Norton I, Emperor of the 
United States and Protector of Mexico  ”  
By Joseph Amster   
Joseph Amster will portray the Emperor Norton, a 
true character who came from England and South 
Africa, arrived in San Francisco in 1849 with a small 
fortune and then lost it. He disappeared and returning 
in 1859 declared himself to be Norton I, Emperor of 
the United States and Protector of Mexico.
Rhoda Goldman Plaza
2180 Post Street, San Francisco, CA  94115.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

San Mateo County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Nov 7, 2015.
“All day Fall Seminar on DNA”
Presented by Angie Bush, MS (Biotechnology), 
BS (Molecular Biology).
Angie is a professional genetic genealogist who has 
been researching her own family since she was 8. She 
specializes is using DNA and traditional genealogy 
to break down brick walls. She uses her expertise to 
unite adoptees with their birth parents using Auto-
somal DNA testing.
2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo, CA 94403
Info and Registration.

Blog Spot

 “The best scanning apps for Android and iPhone”  
help you digitize your genealogy documents.

The Ancestry Blog explains “How the 19th Cen-
tury’s 1 Percent Lived Large” 

Randy Seaver tells  “How to Correct or Add Alter-
nate Information to an Ancestry.com Record ”

Read about “A Digital Search for the Long-Dead 
Grandmother I Never Knew” 

Events continued from page 1 Brandy Heinman gives “57 Angles, Tips, & Prompts 
for Writing Your Family History” 

Blaine Bettinger tells about  “The Search For Hel-
en’s Roots” and  “... Part II”

Judy Russell talks “About that sharing button…” 

“Dear Myrtle” announces a “Tracing Immigrant 
Origins Study Group” 

Ann Turner discusses “Anatomy of an IBS segment”

Roberta Estes discusses “Autosomal DNA Matching 
Confidence Spectrum” 

MCGS Officers for 2015 - 16

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Carolyn Mailliard Hacker

   

    After finishing my first Newsletter article, I real-
ize what fun it is to write down my family history as 
a story! I am changing my focus now from research 
mode to compiling some facts and writing more of 
these special stories.  
      At this time I feel it best not to continue “My 
Story” as I had been writing it. Our Newsletter is best 
used for short stories, member introductions, current 
events, and our calendar. My stories are too long. 
When my stories are revised and finished, I will enjoy 
sharing them with you in some written or spoken 
form. Right now I need to do a great deal of writing to 
get my history written down for family and friends.        
     The story I want to tell you now has to do with 
how I entered the world of Genealogy. It all started 
with the often mentioned idea coveted by my fam-
ily that we are related by blood to Joseph Bonaparte 
and his family. I was told that my great Grandmother 
Lizzie was disgusted at the whole idea of ”illegiti-
mate birth”, but many great uncles and aunts and my 
Grandmother Kate all believed and perpetuated the 
story whenever possible. The basis of the story is 
that Joseph Bonaparte had an affair with a lady in his 
wife’s Court and a child was born and he was named 
Louis Hipolyte Mailliard. The name Mailliard came 
from someone Joseph knew.                         
     In the 1950s Grandmother Kate went back east to 
Connecticut to help a woman put this story into book 
form. It is the story of how the lives of the Ward fam-
ily became intertwined with those of the Mailliards. 
The book is named “Three Saints and a Sinner” and 
was written by Louise Hall Tharp. One of Sam Ward’s 
sisters, Annie, married Adolphe Mailliard, the son 
of the aforementioned Louis, and thus, she became a 
part of the Mailliard family.  The book was published 
in 1956 and still can be found today amongst the old 
books online. Grandmother sent us each a copy of the 
book for our libraries.      
     In 2001 I began seriously looking for some proof 
of the family relationship between the Mailliards and 

the Bonapartes. In the Chapter Notes in Mrs. Tharp’s 
book, I  could not find any conclusive reference as 
to the birth of Louis Mailliard.  No dates emerged 
nor any reference to where the birth took place. I 
decided to go east to see what we could learn. The 
first planned visit was to the New Jersey Historical 
Society in Newark, New Jersey. My husband, Paul, 
accompanied me and soon became my personal and 
dedicated photographer for all genealogical trips and 
projects. I could not have done this trip without him. 
There wasn’t any new information in New Jersey.
     In 2003, after much preparation and making phone 
calls ahead of our trip, we went to France to see if we 
could find out something about Louis’s birth and get 
in touch with some of the Mailliards living in France. 
We really wanted to learn more about this family. In 
Paris we had a contact who had some information for 
us, but she was not available to see us once we did 
make phone contact with her in Paris. This was very 
disappointing, to say the least. Next we had made 
arrangements for a driver to come and pick us up at 
the hotel and take us up to Mortefontaine for a day. 
This little town is about an hour from Paris and in 
the country south of Senlis in a large area known as 
L’Oise. Jerome was our driver and was perfect for us! 
He knew how to drive in their awful traffic and knew 
where he was going. We were very happy to have him 
with us. Jerome took us to the L’oise Archives and 
place of official records, where we did find the birth 
certificate of Louis and of his brother, Eloi.  What a 
joyous time that was for all of us! Jerome had spotted 
the names on the micro-film machine and helped us 
make copies to take home.    
     Mortefontaine is a small country town where a 
lovely Chateau and enormous Park had been built 
by the Bonapartes in the 1800’s. In the middle of 
the town is a small cemetery surrounded by a rock 
wall. The remains of my 5xgreat grandfather, Louis 
H. Mailliard, are to be found in this cemetery. We 
walked through this special place, but could not find 
his gravesite. Later we were told an interesting story 
about Louis’ remains. His remains had been dug up 
several years ago and put into a box and then into a 
shed in order for someone else to use his gravesite be-
cause there were no more available gravesides in the 
cemetery. We were very saddened by such news and 
only wished we had been there 10 years earlier when 
we could have seen where Louis had been buried. A 
French historian, M. Beaucour, had told us earlier that 



he had seen the marked gravesite when he had been 
doing research on our family and was looking for 
some answers in the late 1900’s.  He had then con-
cluded that we were not related to the Bonapartes.
     During another trip to France on our way to Den-
mark and Sweden in 2007, we went back to Mor-
tefontaine with the pre-arranged idea of seeing the 
inside of the Chateau. Here again we had made plans 
ahead to go into the Chateau, but could not because 
the housekeeper had gone to town and was not around 
to show us the house. This was another disappoint-
ment, but we were soon cheered up when we learned 
that the owner of the house that my 5xgreat grandfa-
ther had built down the road was at home and await-
ing our arrival to see his house and grounds. What a 
welcome we did get! There was champagne and much 
talk and a good time for all of us. During our house 
tour the owner told us that he had been away for two 
weeks and came home to find one of his beautiful 
marble fireplaces broken up so that the robbers could 
pull out a safe box which was embedded into the 
fireplace. Robberies are very common in the country-
side in France while people are way for a spell. The 
house was 3 stories and was very comfortable with 
a gorgeous metal railing on the rounded stairway to 
the upper floors. Paul took many pictures to help us 
remember this wonderful experience.
      In between trips I was doing much genealogy 
work on the computer and reading as much as I could Solution to the Oct 2015 Mystery Location 
Novato in 1946.
Grant Ave. is at the top,Vallejo Ave. is in the middle, 
and a small part of Olive Ave. is at the bottom.

about Bonapares and Mailliards, hoping to find an 
answer to this story. I finally concluded that a DNA 
test might show us the answer. I persuaded a first 
cousin into giving me a saliva sample and sent it off 
to Family Tree for analysis. I also had another com-
pany in Switzerland do a testing for us so that I would 
be as sure as possible that the tests were correct.  The 
results came back in January of 2015 and they both 
agreed:  We are not blood relatives to the Bonapartes 
of France!  These results filled me with many mixed 
emotions, especially after so many years of research. 
It was hard to believe that my quest was over. It took 
me some time to realize what I had discovered. I am 
very happy to have found what I consider to be “the 
truth of the matter.”

Marin County Divorce Records
Divorce Records covering the years 1900 to 2010, 
extracted by Cathy Gowdy from newspapers, has 
been placed in Premium Content on our website.

Marin Mystery Location
Do you know where in Marin this photo was taken, 
and when it was taken?   
The solution is upside down below.

Please Welcome Our New Member:
Freda Massaro from Novato
Researching:  Massaro, Chezzi, and   
  LaForgia

https://maringensoc.wildapricot.org/Marin-County-Divorces

